
Edgecombe County was formed in 1732 from Bertie County by proclamation of 
the Governor. The assembly did not confirm its creation until 1741. The county 
was named for Richard Edgecombe, who became Baron Edgecombe, an English 
Nobleman. It covers a 505 square mile area; 55% urban and 45% rural. The 
town of Tarboro is the county seat. It was incorporated in 1760 and is located on 
the Tar River. It has a history of a thriving river port throughout the 18th and 
19th centuries and Tarboro was once considered as a candidate for North Caro-
lina’s capital city. 

Twenty-six individual properties including the historic district of Tarboro are 
listed in the National Register of Historic Places. Many are in or near Tarboro, 
the county seat. They include: The Barracks, Calvary Episcopal Church, Cool-
man Plantation, Blount-Briders House, Oakland Plantation, the Town Com-
mon, and the Railroad Depot Complex. 

In 1999, over 49% of Edgecombe County was flooded after Hurricanes Dennis, 
Floyd and Irene dumped over 30 inches of rain in less than two weeks. The Tar 
River had crest at 43 feet above flood stage, leaving more than 6,500 (10%) of 
the total population of the county housed in emergency shelters. Many of the 
county’s roads were impassable. The county was virtually an island as roads were 
either covered with water or blocked by fallen trees and downed power lines. 
Hundreds of homes were flooded causing many families to be displaced for 
months throughout Edgecombe County. 
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Top 3 Leading Causes of Death �


2006 Community Health Assessment 
Priorities �


HIV Data �


Progress Toward Priorities �


Teen Pregnancy Data �


The Cost of Obesity �


Sources of Economy �


Population, 2007 Estimate 52,647 

Median Family Income, 2004 $32,193 

Unemployment Rate, 2008 9.8% 

% of Person Living Below Poverty, 2004 21.5% 

Children in Poverty, 2005 37% 

High School Drop Out Rate, 05-06 7.3 
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2006 Edgecombe County North Carolina 

Heart Disease # = 149     Rate = 283.0 # = 17,189     Rate = 194.0 

Cancer # = 131     Rate = 248.8 # = 17,267     Rate = 194.9 

Cerebrovascular Disease # = 54       Rate = 102.6  # = 4,551        Rate = 51.4 

2006 Edgecombe County Cancer 
Deaths by Site
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1. HIV/STD’s 

2. Teen Pregnancy 

3. Overweight 

4. Lack of Affordable Medical 
Care 
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2007 Morbidity Rates per 100,000
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Infant & Child Deaths 
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Edgecombe County Government Goes GREEN!!
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www.eatsmartmovemorenc.com 
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New 
Initiatives 
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2008 Edgecombe County State of the County Report 

The Edgecombe County Health 
Department exists to serve all 

citizens in the prevention of disease 
and injury through protection, 

promotion, and delivery of quality, 
cost-effective services for 
community, personal and 

environmental health. 
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Community members interested in getting involved ca ll:  

252-641-7526 
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Hours of Operation 

 

Tarboro 

Monday—Thursday: 8:00am—7:00pm 

Friday: 8:00am-5:00pm 

 

Rocky Mount 

Monday-Friday: 8:00am-5:00pm 
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