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COMBINED NOTICE TO PUBLIC OF  
EXPLANATION OF PROPOSED ACTIVITY IN A FLOODPLAIN/WETLAND AND  

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND  
INTENT TO REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS 

 
02/24/2016 
 
Eric Evans 
Edgecombe County Manager 
PO Box 10, 201 Saint Andrew St., Tarboro, NC 27886 
PH: 252-641-5775; TDD: 800-735-2962 
www.edgecombecountync.gov  
 

TO ALL INTERESTED AGENCIES, GROUPS AND PERSONS: 
 
This is to give notice that Edgecombe County, under U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) regulations at 24 CFR Parts 58 and 55, has conducted an evaluation as required by 
Executive Orders 11988/11990 to determine the potential affect that its activity in floodplain/wetlands will have on 
the environment for the: Edgecombe County- FY14 CDBG Infrastructure Project- Sewer to Town of Speed.  

On or about March 11, 2016, or sixteen (16) days after publication of this notice, the County will request 
the North Carolina Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) Division of Water Infrastructure 
(DWI) to release Federal Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds under Title I of the Housing and 
Community Development Act of 1974 (PL 93-383), as amended, for the project. Project funding sources include 
approx. $2.98 million of CDBG funds and approx. $3.06 million of U.S. Dept. of Agriculture loan/grant funds.  

The proposed project is to construct a wastewater collection system in the Edgecombe Co WSD-4 from 
the Town of Speed and vicinity to the Tarboro WWTP and eliminate failing septic systems currently causing public 
health and environmental stress by contaminating groundwater and surface water in the Tar-Pamlico basin. The 
project area is approx. 450 acres and 10 miles long along NC Hwy 122 and US Hwy 258. Specific project 
activities include installation of approx. 23,500 LF of 8-12” gravity sewer, 48,500 LF of 4-6” force main, 70 
manholes, 100 lateral service connections, 4 new pump stations (PS), and rehabilitation of 1 PS in Princeville. All 
utility work will occur within DOT right-of-ways or adjacent easements to be acquired. Of about 452 total project 
acres, estimated ground disturbance for conceptual line work and PS locations involves up to approx. 7.4 AC of 
500-yr floodplain, 7.9 AC of 100-yr floodplain, and 8.9 AC of X-floodzone protected by Speed and Princeville 
levee systems. The project contains up to approx. 1 AC of wetland and approx. 12 stream crossings of Deep 
Creek, Savage Mill Run, Longs Branch, Tar River, and associated tributaries. While floodways and wetlands exist 
within the project area, no actual construction will occur in these areas. Roads are built above base flood 
elevation levels. 

The County has considered alternatives and mitigation measures to be taken to minimize adverse 
impacts and to restore and preserve natural and beneficial values, including: (1) no action/project activity, (2) 
modify project design to remove construction actions in a floodplain/wetland, and (3) proceed with the current 
project design. Due to the location of floodplain/wetland/stream crossings, the no action alternatives would result 
in no utility service and continued failure of septic tanks contaminating soil and water. Overall system designs are 
a Septic Tank Effluent Pump (STEP) system and the preferred conventional gravity system. The preferred project 
route was determined to avoid floodways impassable with CDBG funds and to serve residents depending on 
eligible low-income and septic tank status. Specific project alternatives of line work and conceptual PS locations 
involve consideration of floodplains, wetlands, farmland, available site control, optimal cost-efficient and 
technologically sufficient engineering design, and cannot be finalized without further engineering 
surveying/design, potential wetland delineations, and final Farmland Protection Policy Act requirements. Most 
wetland/stream crossings will be mitigated by horizontal directional drilling of pipeline in non-floodway areas. 
Floodway hazard areas will either involve aerial crossing, attachment to concrete culvert crossings, or 
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connection/feeding through existing waterline. The project area does not currently provide habitat for federal, 
state, or local threatened, endangered, or otherwise known unique species. The anticipated benefits from the 
multi-funded community development project outweigh the health/environmental hazards caused by failing septic 
systems contaminating the ecosystem, potential residential displacement, and foreseen anticipated measures. 
The County has determined that it has no practicable alternative to building in floodplains, and coordination with 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), NCDENR, NC Emergency Management (NCEM), and compliance 
with applicable regulations and ordinances will take place as needed/required.  

PURPOSE OF NOTICE 
This notice is intended to meet several purposes under 24 CFR Parts 55 and 58: (1) People who may be 

affected by activities in floodplains/wetlands and those who have an interest in the protection of the natural 
environment should be given an opportunity to express their concerns and provide information about these areas. 
(2) An adequate public notice program can be an important public educational tool. The dissemination of 
information about floodplains/wetlands can facilitate and enhance Federal efforts to reduce the risks associated 
with the occupancy and modification of these special areas. (3) As a matter of fairness, when the Federal 
government determines it will participate in actions taking place in floodplains/wetlands, it must inform those who 
may be put at greater or continued risk. (4) To notify the public that the County has determined that the Request 
for Release of Funds for the above named project will not have a significant impact on the environment, and (5) 
To notify the public that the County is requesting the release of funds for the above named project. 

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT 
It has been determined that such request for release of funds will not constitute an action significantly 

affecting the quality of the human environment and accordingly the County has decided not to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement under the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA- PL 91-190). In 
addition to the aforementioned floodplain/wetland analysis and mitigation measures, the reasons for such 
decision not to prepare an EIS are as follows:  

The project is an update of a project previously reviewed by regulatory commenting agencies. 
Appropriate permits and approvals will be obtained as needed for hazardous waste remediation, disposal, 
soil/erosion control, floodplains, wetlands, farmland, etc. The proposed project is compatible with current and 
future wastewater treatment, local zoning, and land use. No adverse impact to ambient air quality is anticipated 
beyond temporary emissions during construction. No adverse impact to historic or cultural preservation or noise-
sensitive uses is anticipated. Noise and air control devices will be used on construction equipment. EPA- listed 
facilities within 1 mile report no air, water, toxin, or hazard violations or concerns impacting the project. PS and 
line work will generally take place within previously disturbed DOT right-of-ways or adjacent easements. The 
immediate project area is grass, gravel, shrubs, and mixed trees, surrounded by moderate rural mixed 
development, and does not provide critical habitat for federal, state, or local threatened, endangered, or unique 
species. While the proposed project is located on land with soil types related to prime/unique farmlands, it is not 
currently farmed, not adjacent to an urban built-up area, near to but not adjacent to facilities with agricultural 
supporting facilities, and proposed ground disturbance generally involves previously disturbed natural/developed 
areas. The DOT right-of-way along the route slightly encroaches into floodplain areas and appropriate mitigation 
measures will be followed. The project’s location and features do not actively contribute to, support, or avert local 
tourism, parks and recreation, social services, historic landmarks, or environmental justice issues. Any USTs or 
petroleum contaminants discovered will be reported to NCDENR and properly addressed. The County will require 
its contractors to provide proof of proper disposal for all waste generated as part of the project and encourage use 
of recyclable materials. Community agencies, organizations and the State Environmental Clearinghouse were 
consulted for concurrence of the anticipated FONSI, and most responded with no adverse comments beyond 
typical identification of mitigation measures.  

Additional project information is contained in the County’s Environmental Review Record is on file at the 
above address and is available for public examination and copying upon between the hours of 9 AM and 4 PM 
Monday - Friday. No further environmental review of such project is proposed to be conducted prior to the 
request for release of federal funds. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 
All interested agencies, groups and persons are invited to submit written comments for consideration by 

the County to the above address on or before March 10, 2016, or fifteen (15) days after this publication. All 
such comments so received will be considered by the County prior to authorizing submission of a Request for 
Release of Funds. Comments should specify which Notice they are addressing.  

ENVIRONMENTAL CERTIFICATION 
The County certifies to DWI that Eric Evans, in his official capacity as County Manager, consents to 

accept the jurisdiction of the Federal Courts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to the 
environmental review process and that these responsibilities have been satisfied. The legal effect of the 
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certification is that upon its approval, the County may use the CDBG Program funds and DWI will have satisfied 
its responsibilities under NEPA and related laws and authorities.   

OBJECTIONS TO STATE RELEASE OF FUNDS 
DWI will accept an objection to its approval and release of funds and the County’s certification until 

March 26, 2016, or for a period of fifteen (15) days following the anticipated submission date, or its actual receipt 
of the request (whichever is later) only if it is on one of the following bases: (a) the certification was not executed 
by the County’s Certifying Officer; (b) the County omitted a step or failed to make a decision or finding required by 
HUD regulations; (c) the grant recipient or other participants in the development process have committed funds, 
incurred costs, or undertaken activities not authorized by 24 CFR Part 58 before approval of release of funds by 
DWI; or (d) another Federal agency acting pursuant to 40 CFR Part 1504 has submitted a written finding that the 
project is unsatisfactory from the standpoint of environmental quality. Objections must be prepared and submitted 
in accordance with the required procedures (24 CFR 58.76) and shall be addressed to DWI at 1633 Mail Service 
Center (27699-1633), 512 N. Salisbury St, Raleigh, North Carolina, 27604; julie.cubeta@ncdenr.gov; phone 
919-707-9189. Potential objectors should contact DWI to verify the actual last day of the objection period. 

 
Eric Evans 

County Manager 
 

This information is available in Spanish or any other language upon request. Esta información está disponible en 
español o en cualquier otro idioma bajo petición. Por favor, póngase en contacto con Eric Evans al 252-641-5775 
o en 201 Saint Andrew Street, Tarboro, NC 27886, de alojamiento para esta comunicado. 
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